
H    PES
Hurdling Obstacles To Provide Excellence For Society

The purpose of the Hurdling Obstacles to Provide Excellence for Society (HOPES) Award 
recognition model is to highlight the achievement of Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
Special Populations students.  This recognition of individual students also provides an opportunity 
to showcase CTE programs at your school, increase awareness of the CTE contributions to the 
community, and broaden the partnerships of business and industry working together for success 
in CTE.
 
Special Populations students include English language learners, pregnant/parenting teens, 
economically disadvantaged students, individuals with disabilities, and students pursuing 
nontraditional occupations.
 

HOPES Award Recognition 
Model for CTE Students

This publication was developed with grant funds from the Illinois State Board of Education and funded 
100% through the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Improvement Act of 2006.

To learn more about the model visit ICSPS at 
www.icsps.ilstu.edu/projects/hopes
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This publication was developed with grant funds from the Illinois State Board of Education and funded 
100% through the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Improvement Act of 2006.

HOPES Award Recognition Model 
Resources

The HOPES Award Packet consists of the following documents to assist in the local implementation of 
the HOPES award: 

•   HOPES General Marketing and Awareness Flyer   
    An informational sheet that may be disseminated to a variety of audiences. 

•   HOPES General Information and Resources 
     The purpose, eligibility, resources, and recommended timeline for use in planning and implementing
    the HOPES Award at any educational institution are outlined in this document. 

•   Special Populations Glossary 
    HOPES awardees must be members of a special population; learn information about each special
    population with this glossary. 

•   Sample HOPES Award Winners  
    Provided to give a better picture of the student the HOPES award is designed to recognize, this 
    document can help in planning for award implementation and for educating an awards committee.  

•   HOPES Award Student Application Information*
    For dissemination to interested/eligible students, this document may be given directly to students,
    posted on bulletin boards, in classrooms, etc…   If local HOPES committee chooses to use 
    teacher/staff nominations, all student sheets can be delivered with the notification of nomination. 

•   HOPES Award Student Application & Consent Form*
    One of the main goals of the HOPES award is to raise awareness of CTE and the success of Special
    Populations within CTE.  Media coverage is one means to increased awareness but necessitates 
    student (and possibly parent) consent.  These forms should be included with student applications. 

•   HOPES Award Student Nominee Questions*
    These questions are part of the student application, and should be answered by students on a separate
    sheet of paper and included along with the consent form and letters of recommendation when 
    applying for the award. 

•   The remaining documents are available for use by local HOPES Award committees when selecting
      awardees and disseminating award information: 
	
	 a.   Scoring Rubric  
	      Assists in choosing the awardee(s) who best matches the HOPES ideals. 
	
	 b.  News Release Template with blanks* 
                 Assists local HOPES Award committees in publicizing their outstanding students. 
	
	 c.  Sample News Release Template  
                 Provides an understanding of the format of the News Release Template.
	
	 d.  Certificate Request Form*
                 Gives awardees ‘official’ recognition.  This form should be completed and 
                 returned to the address listed on the form. 
*Document contains a spot for personalization by sponsoring school.
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This publication was developed with grant funds from the Illinois State Board of Education and funded 
100% through the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Improvement Act of 2006.

Special Populations* Glossary
       
Individuals with Limited English Proficiency (also known as English Language Learner) — 
A secondary school student, an adult, or an out-of-school youth...

      •  who has limited ability in speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English 
          language, and- 
      •  whose native language is a language other than English; or 
      •  who lives in a family or community environment in which a language other than English 
          is the dominant language. 

Individuals with Disabilities — The term “disability” with respect to a person means an 
individual with....

      •  a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of the major life 
         activities of such an individual, 
      •  a record of such an impairment, or 
      •  being regarded as having such an impairment. (The term “impairment” does not include 
         characteristics of or predisposition to illness or disease.) 

Individuals from Economically Disadvantaged Families, Including Foster Children — 
The term “economically disadvantaged family or individual” refers.... 
to such families or individuals who are determined by the Secretary to be low-income according 
to the latest available data from the Department of Commerce.  Secondary level identification may 
be made by the following criteria:     
     •  eligibility for free or reduced-price school lunch 
     •  eligibility for participation in programs assisted under the Workforce Investment Act 
     •  eligibility for TANF/public assistance funds 
     •  annual income of the individual or family is at or below the national poverty level or the 
        Self-Sufficiency Standard for Illinois 

Individuals Preparing for Nontraditional Training and Employment — The term 
“nontraditional training and employment” means....occupations or fields of work—including 
careers in computer science, technology, and other emerging high-skill occupations—from which 
individuals from one gender comprise less than 25% of the individuals employed in each such 
occupation for field of work.  Examples of nontraditional occupations include female welders and 
male nurses.

Single Parents, Including Single Pregnant Women — The term “single parent” means an
individual who....
     •  is unmarried or legally separated from a spouse AND
     •  has a minor child or children for which the parent has either custody or joint custody 
        OR is pregnant.

* Special Populations as defined in the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Improvement Act of 2006, and preceeding 
  versions of the same legislation.
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